
5 Easter 
 

 
 

April 28, 2024



Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Gathering Hymn “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!” ELW #377 vs 1-3 
 

1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 
 Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
 Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 
 Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 
 
Refrain 
 Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 
 Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
2 Walking the way, Christ in the center 
 telling the story to open our eyes; 
 breaking our bread, giving us glory: 
 Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.  Refrain 
 
3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches; 
 life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 
 heaven to earth, Christ to the people, 
 gift of the future now flowing to me.  Refrain 

 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926 
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-704206.  All rights reserved. 
 
Call to Confession 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen. 
 
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 



Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Prayer of Confession 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
Forgiveness  
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 
 
Greeting  
P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  C: And also with you. 
 
This is the Feast vs 1,2&4 

 

 

 

 Refrain 



  

Refrain 

  

 

 

 
 
Prayer of the Day  
P: Let us pray, 
C: O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish 
our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of 
your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Anthem (10:30) Adult Choir 

“You Are the Branches” – Michael Jothen 
 

Word 
God Speaks to Us in Scripture Reading, Preaching, and Song. 



Reading: Acts 8:26-40 
 

26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road 
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and 
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and 
was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the 
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard 
him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in 
and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so 
he does not open his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can 
describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 

about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with 
this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going 
along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! 
What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and 
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized 
him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; 
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself 
at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all 
the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

L: Word of God, Word of Life.   C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Reading: 1 John 4:7-21 
 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 
love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God 
loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we 
love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
 



13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of 
the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they 
abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 

 

 God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 
17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of 
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect 
love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not 
reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love 
God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or 
sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The 
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers 
and sisters also. 
 
L: Word of God, Word of Life.   C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

 

 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to John, chapter fifteen. C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 15:1-8 
 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make 
it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 
you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 
you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in 



me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Sermon “Vine and Branches” Pastor Kathy 
 
Hymn of the Day “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” ELW #445 vs 1&3 

 

Verse 1 
Wash O God our sons and daughters 
Where Your cleansing waters flow 
Number them among Your people 
Bless as Christ blessed long ago 
Weave them garments bright and sparkling 
Compass them with love and light 
Fill anoint them send Your Spirit 
Holy dove and heart's delight 

 

Verse 3 
O how deep Your holy wisdom 
Unimagined all Your ways 
To Your name be glory honor 
With our lives we worship praise 
We Your people stand before You 
Water washed and Spirit-born 
By Your grace our lives we offer 
Recreate us God transform 

 
CCLI Song # 4593474 Ruth C. Duck 
© 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com  CCLI License # 434228 

 
Apostles’ Creed (8:30) 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

http://www.ccli.com/


and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Baptism of Caleb Allen Beranek (10:30) 
Caleb is the son of Justin and Holly Beranek. His baptismal sponsors are Corey Kaderlik 
and Jacob Beranek. May God’s blessing be upon this child. 
 

P: People of God, do you promise to support Caleb, and pray for him in his new life 
in Christ?  C: We do. 

 

   
 

P: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us 
in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word 
to all the world. Amen. 

 
Hymn (10:30AM) “Jesus Loves Me!” ELW #595 v1 
 

1 Jesus loves me! this I know, 
 for the Bible tells me so; 
 little ones to him belong, 
 they are weak, but he is strong. 

Refrain      Yes, Jesus loves me, 
 yes, Jesus loves me, 
 yes, Jesus loves me, 
 the Bible tells me so. 

 

Prayers of the People 
P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer. 
 
Sharing God’s Peace 
 
Offertory – The Noisy Offering today benefits NUMAS Haus.  
 
Offertory Hymn “We Are An Offering” ELW #692 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Offertory Prayer 

P: Let us pray,  
C: Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be 
signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our true vine. Amen. 
 

Holy Communion 
Today we celebrate Holy Communion: If you are a guest, please know you are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. Jesus said that the body and blood are given “for you and for all people.” For gluten-free 
wafers, ask the pastors. If you desire to commune while seated, please sit near an aisle and let an usher 
know. We will bring communion to you. Children not yet communing are invited forward to receive a 
blessing. If you would like to have grape juice instead of wine, please hold up your index finger when you 
reach a communion server. 
 
P: The Lord be with you,   C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts,     C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Words of Institution 



The Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
 
Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 
 
Communion Hymns  ELW #456, #479 
 
Communion Blessing and Prayer 
 
Benediction 
 
Sending Hymn “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” ELW #367 vs 1,2&4 
 

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 
 in praise of love that still abounds: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
 Repeat their song of glory here: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 



2 Eternal is the gift he brings, 
 therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Now still he comes to give us life 
 and by his presence stills all strife. 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
4 Adoring praises now we bring 
 and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 
 "Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 
 Be to the Father, and our Lord, 
 to Spirit blest, most holy God, 
 all the glory, never ending! 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. 
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  
Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-704206.  All rights reserved. 

 
Dismissal 
P: Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 

In Our Prayers This Week: 
Rich Baumann, Randy Bergerson, Audrey Broste, Russ Brown, Eloise Finstad,  

Dixie Flitter, Brad Haynes, Bryan Hopf, Marilyn Hudson, Ken Johnson, Lyndon Jones, 
Mavis Jones, Treacy Meyer, Verne Radloff, Sharon Riser, Gabrielle Rolloff, JoAnn Saffert, 

Jim Senske, Don Solberg 
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 Weekly Offering YTD Offering YTD Budget 

4/21 General Offering  $ 7,263.78  $ 145,621.21  $ 164,007.04 
4/21 Building Fund  $ 1,069.00  $ 72,401.00  $ 16,923.04 
TOTAL:  $ 8,332.78  $ 218,022.21  $ 180,930.08 
    

4/21 World Hunger  $ 250.00  $ 2,785.00  
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